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Approximately 4,843 si lver-black f oxcs e.re bein? bred in captivity in the 

1Jnited States, according to reports to the Zureau. of Biological Survey, United 

States Department of Agriculture, from 215 fox ranches, rep-esent3.n.; a ynl-;l.o ‘-‘-. 

animals and equipment estimated at o&,279,830. All reports nave not yet been re- 

caived, and conservative estimates place the number of silver-bl:tck fox in this 

country a.t from 3,000 to 6,000. Some ranchzen estimate the number 28 hig;l as 13,X0. 

Statistics or. the fox-ranching business being t: Fathered by the bureau indicate 

that fox raising in the Unitsd States, especially in the northern tier of States, 

is rapidly becoming an importan- i,:dustry, The iilf0iTi~tiOil sought has to do chicf- 

ly with the location and number of ranches, number of foxes, and money invested. 

Prince %dward Island, C:!liad;, i; re:;;:r~“cd :s the center of the industry. 

Many foxes are now bred in captivity in a groa? number of States, including Maine, 

New hampshire, Vermont, Massachusetts, Nea Ycrk, Pennsyivania, Chio, Michigan, Ws- 

consin, Minneso”,a, Illinois, IOW, Nontann, Idaho, 3regnn, ‘jl’ashington, Colorado, 

and California, and in Alrskz. It is probable that there are other States ir, w.ic’~ 

fox farming is carried on, as the records of the bureau are :?ot yet complete. 

Rgnchers Rcticerl,t About Their Business. -- 

Officials say it is very difficult to secure au?hentic information for the 

reason that some ranchers decline to fill out and return the questionnaires sent 

them. Many ranchers, who voluzrteer informstion, report it in such a marnler that it 

is sometimes very difficult to interpret. Tip _..Ie:l, +,co, i:: ar’dition to raising silver- 

black foxes, some ranchers keep red and C~GUR Iotas, skuz&ti, i;iar-tens, and muskrats; 

the amount of money invested an6 reported, therefore, in such cases naturally covers 

the whole project, making it ii:~possib!.e to allot the correct amount for breeding 

silver-black foxes. Some ranbhers board foxes for other breeders, which also adds 

to the difficulty of securing correct informatio:l. These facts, it is said, should 

be borne in mind in determining the value of tE?e foi!.owing figures concerning sil+ 

ver-black foxes. These figures are preliminary, as the reports :?LVR not all been 

received. 

Approximate number and raiue of silver-black foxes and fur-farm equipment rs- 

ported in the United States: 



state Number of 
ranchers. 

2 14 $ 20,000 
3 9 10,2Gci 
1 .4 3,000 
1 7 2,000 
1 20 7,000 

41 310 530,350 
17 489 758,700 
70 1,295 990,375 
14 516 317,300 

5 130 134,000 
3 68 54,500 

18 510 733,205 
5 40 112,700 
4 189 61,500 

22 551 493,200 
7 96 49 # 200 
I. 2 2,GCO 

215 4,849 $ 4,2?9,830 

iGumbs r of 
foxes. 

Value of 
animals an? equipment. 

The permits issued by the Department of Agriculture for the importation of 

foxes into the United States from Canada for the year 1920 totalled 805 a6 com- 

pared with 335 in 1919. Itie re , acain, it j.s impossi. ble to ascertain ths exact 

number of foxes coming in for the reason that many are brought in for exhibition 

purposes and then returned to Canada. The number of silver-black foxes in Canada 

in 1319 is given in a preliminary report of the Dominion Eureau of Statistics 

as 6,433, with animals valued. at $3,013,1:5, not inciuding equipment, There were 

2,029 pelts sold a-t a. total valuation of .$-X2,364, These figures, it is said, 

are as nearly correct as i+, is poss.ible to secure; but it is thought that there 

are undoubtedly many more I'oxos in Canada than are here reported. 
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